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Agenda Items 
21/116 - Jubilee Tree 
 

 Agreed subject to location and pricing.  
 Single trees: less than £10 
 Horse Chestnuts, Poplars by the Brook, Ash, Hazel, Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Walnut. 
 No sycamores 
 Oak is a regal tree 

 
The first planting phase will be from October 2021 to April 2022 and the Platinum 
Jubilee Official National Celebration Weekend is on the 3rd to the 6th of June 2022.  
  
You will find further information in the next edition of eupdate from Northants CALC 
and of course all the detail on The Queen’s Green Canopy website: 
www.queensgreencanopy.org  
  
My role is to assist the Lord Lieutenant champion and publicise The Queen’s Green 
Canopy initiative across the county. Should you have any questions do please feel free 
to contact me by e-mail. paul@southfieldshouse.co.uk 
 
Woodland trust guide 
Lots of guidance - www.queensgreencanopy.org 
Woodland trust responded  

Choose the right trees for your land:  https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-
trees/advice/choose/ . 

Species guide: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/1168/twigged.pdf . 



Recommend weeding around your newly planted saplings during the first two springs after 
planting and ensuring that the tree protection that you have used is secured in place well in 
advance of stormy weather. You can find our top tips on caring for your newly planted trees 
at the following link: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/advice/care/ . 

As mentioned, we do sell a range of individual saplings and pack mixes at: 
https://shop.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees . Saplings are approx. 15-60cm tall and cell-grown. 
In stock items are available for delivery in 10 working days. 

We do we also provide free trees every March and November to school and community 
groups across the UK. Trees are available in packs of 15, 30, 105 or 420 saplings. Open on 
1st September for March 2022 applications. Applications will need to be made online, so 
please visit www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/freetrees to see our range of packs and submit a 
form. 

 

21/120 Consultation on the Spatial Framework for the Oxford - Cambridge Arc 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has issued a letter to 
parish and town councils in the five counties in the footprint of the Oxford-Cambridge Arc (see 
the July/Aug 2021 eUpdate for more details on the Arc).  The letter highlights the consultation on 
the Spatial Framework for the Arc, which opened on 20 July 2021 and closes on 12 October 

2021.  MHCLG has also produced a Toolkit, which contains slides and notes that can be used 
to run local engagement events.  It is important that everyone has a chance to have their say; 
housing, transport and economic development in the Arc will have a direct impact on 
Northamptonshire for decades to come, and this is an opportunity for parish and town councils 
to highlight local issues.  

Download MHCLG Letter: 
https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/lettertoparishcouncillorsasf2sept2021final.pdf 

Download Arc Consultation Poster: https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/67585-mhclg-ox-
cam-poster-a4-(1).pdf 

Direct link to Consultation Toolkit: https://placebuilder.io/futureofthearc/documents/local-
engagement-toolkit 

 

  



Ongoing 
Flooding – Cllr Robert Dixon 
Richard Jones attended 28th of April; written report due in August. List of measures for flood 
management and local projects to alleviate. Culvert is not draining properly; to replace or add 
another parallel. 2 out of 3 contractors quoted for the parallel at £40k-50k. Innovative Resilience 
Fund will hopefully pay for this and other flood defence work. Local authority coming to speak 
about accessing fund. The council agreed to spend £150 +VAT for camera exploration of the 
culvert subject to communication with landowner – Cllr Dixon to draft. EA section 19 flood 
investigation. Jones to visit again with EA team. 

 

July 2021 - Matthew Hunt to be asked to write to Highways urging them to get the situation 
with the culvert sorted out before the start of next winter otherwise it could lead to a lot of 
unnecessary flooding. 

 

The Vane Arms 
Sale in progress to The Hawthorne Community Pubs. 
 
Cowthick 
Outline planning permission has been approved. Flooding and Transport solutions are being 
considered. There are concerns around inadequate filtration of potentially hazardous runoff. 
These concerns were raised at the meeting in April. There is a follow up meeting 8th June MD 
Mulberry, Mike Page & Cllr Dixon will be in attendance. 

 

The council submitted a response to the Phase 1 Transport Assessment. Available publicly and 
on request 

 

Highways responded to the Phase 1 Transport Assessment appeared on the NNC website on 10 
August. This is publicly available and the clerk can get you a copy on request. 

In summary, Highways have raised objections to the impact the development will have on the 
local road network (including the A6116), and have asked for those projections to be re-
calculated. This exercise may result in the developer being required to do more mitigation. 

There is no reference in the Highways response to our recent letter - but that doesn't come as 
any great surprise because the Highways response is very technical in nature. 

Last Friday 13 August Cllr Dixon took part in a further meeting with Mulberry's MD, Phil Jones. 
It was the third in a series of meetings originally set up by our MP. As with the second meeting 
(held on 8 June), the only other people present were two councillors from Weldon Parish 
Council. 

For me, the main thing to emerge from the meeting was the developer's frustration at how 
slowly Highways are dealing with the transport aspects of the development and how - in 
Mulberry's eyes at least - Highways keep moving the goalposts. Mulberry are clearly furious 
about the Highways response on the Phase 1 Transport Assessment as it will now take them 



and their advisers several weeks to do the necessary re-calculations and put together their 
reply. Moreover, Highways are insisting that all transport aspects of the development are 
considered together which in practice means the planning application regarding the Transport 
Assessment will be decided at a public meeting of the NNC's Strategic Planning Committee (i.e. 
a committee of elected councillors) at the same time as they consider the application regarding 
the site access arrangements. This is good for us because the Transport Assessment would 
otherwise have been considered by an ex-Corby Borough Council planning officer with no 
public scrutiny. Mr Jones is hopeful these applications will be dealt with at the Strategic 
Planning Committee's meeting in November but I suspect it won't happen until sometime next 
year. 

Most of the meeting last Friday was taken up discussing Weldon's concerns about extra traffic 
from the development swamping their village. We did, however, have a further conversation 
about the A6116 and Mr Jones confirmed he had read and taken on board the points we had 
made in our recent consultation response letter. He also confirmed that Mulberry remain willing 
in principle to go beyond what (if anything) they are required by the planners to do by way of 
highway mitigation for Sudborough. However, they don't want to commit to anything specific at 
this stage. We will discuss it in more detail with them once we know whether the planners are 
going to make them do anything with the two Sudborough junctions.  

We had been due to focus at this meeting on flooding issues but we agreed it would make more 
sense to postpone this until a meeting early in 2022 because by then Mulberry hope to have got 
the site's drainage system in place including all the attenuation ponds which are going to be 
constructed in the old railway cutting near the southern boundary of the Plantation. We can 
then carry out a visual inspection. In the meantime, Phil Jones repeated Mulberry's commitment 
to make appropriate contributions to flood mitigation measures on Harpers Brook.  

The next of these meetings will take place on Friday 12 November at the Holiday Inn starting at 
12 noon should anyone like to come along with me. 

 

Path Warden 
The council do not appoint a path warden but propose the volunteer. We are seeking 
such a volunteer. 
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